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On the issuance of
“The Nakanoshima Declaration”

Nakanoshima is an island stretching approximately 3
kilometers east to west, located in the heart of Osaka
and sandwiched between the Dojima River and the
Tosabori River.

As well as serving as Osaka’s economic and political
center, it is a treasure trove of world-renowned cultural
assets, including historic buildings, art museums, li-
braries, and parks. Comparable to ile de la Cité of Paris
or Museumsinsel Berlin, Nakanoshima is a symbol of
Aqua Metropolis Osaka, which is the city’s plan for the
revitalization of areas around Osaka’s waterways.

At the beginning of the Edo period, which commenced
in 1603, Nakanoshima marked the start of its develop-
ment as a warehouse district following YODOYA
Joan’s private funding of a bridge over the Tosabori
River. Since then, Nakanoshima has undergone con-
stant evolution. Today, designated as a “Specified
Urban Renaissance Emergency Development Area,”
Nakanoshima is experiencing a remarkable transfor-
mation through an array of projects designed to en-
hance its global competitiveness.

Abundant with rich history, nature, and cultural as-
sets, as well as a wealth of human and material resourc-
es, Nakanoshima possesses the potential to establish
itself as a globally recognized creative island. Optimiz-
ing that potential and promoting the charm and cre-
ativity of Nakanoshima would elevate Osaka and the
Kansai region while also driving Japan’s cultural mat-
uration and social transformation.

To bring that idea to fruition, it becomes essential to
create dialogs that transcend the boundaries of in-
dustry, government, academia, and citizens to share
a unified vision and action plan for working towards
an ideal future society. Seizing the opportunity pre-
sented by the Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, Japan, all
of Nakanoshima has come together to declare to the
world our firm commitment toward creating this soci-
ety: “The Nakanoshima Declaration.”

The main concept of the declaration is “Building
Bridges Beyond,” which has been the key force driving
Nakanoshima’s development. Inspired by the six dis-
tricts of Nakanoshima, six bridges will be built to facil-
itate innovative progress into the future.
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The Nakanoshima Declaration
“From Nakanoshima: Building Bridges Beyond”

Building bridges beyond Nakanoshima, the heart of Osaka.

Nakanoshima established itself as a town of warehouses following YODOYA Joan’s building of a

bridge in the early Kdo period.

Over the years, Nakanoshima has become a hub for economy, art culture, and politics. Now, it will
strive to further enrich its cultural and economic vitality by building bridges to the world and the
future, creating a prosperous legacy for generations to come.

To achieve this vision, we will build the following six “bridges:”

1. Bridges to Nakanoshima’s Charm

‘We will elevate the image and brand strength of
Osaka and the Kansai region by connecting
the uniqueness of Nakanoshima’s art and cul-
ture with the rationality of corporate econom-
ics to create a distinctive urban appeal from
the heart of Osaka.

2. Bridges Between Nature and People

Nakanoshima, with its natural landscapes,
such as the riverside and parks, symbolizes
Aqua Metropolis Osaka. Here, we will build a
bridge to buildings and facilities where peo-
ple gather, creating an “urban island” that is
mindful of both nature and people.

3. Bridges Across the World

By optimizing Nakanoshima’s potential as a
creative island and building bridges between
its regional characteristics and cosmopolitan
appeal, we will create a global hub to attract
people from around the world.

4. Bridges of Connection

‘We will build bridges between stakeholders to
create a system that develops a sustainable
network, allows everyone to engage actively,
and encourages collaboration and co-creation.

5. Bridges to Enrich Life

In an era of life expectancies surpassing 100
yvears, this conceptual bridge will be built to
support a work-life balance and provide learn-
ing spaces and opportunities in Nakanoshima
to nurture people’s intellectual curiosity and
sensibilities.

6. Bridges to a Future Society

Nakanoshima’s rich history shaped a present
we aim to bridge into a future that cultivates
new value and ensures a thriving society for
generations to come.

People will pass through these six bridges and connect with one another while generating new ideas

and innovation.

In this way, Nakanoshima will serve as a hub that links the region to the global community, urban
environments to natural landscapes, and diverse individuals to varied lifestyles. Here awaits a
future where prosperous lives and vibrant exchanges resonate in harmony with the world.

Just as YODOYA Joan dreamed of Nakanoshima’s future by constructing a bridge, let us also
envision this island’s future and begin building new bridges.





